The inclusion of environmental issues in schools is essential for students to become social actors aware of the current environmental problems. The objective of this research was to have a didactic experience and assess the knowledge about solid waste with students (N = 72) of two public elementary school in Patos, Paraíba. The research had two distinct phases: a didactic experience on solid waste and; assessment of the students' perception about Environmental Education and solid waste through interviews with a questionnaire. The didactic experience provided a dialogic and participatory moment with students, encouraging a 
Environmental Education is a transformative tool and its integration into the teaching-learning process is essential to civic education of students concerning social and environmental issues (LOUREIRO et al., 2012) . 
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The research was conducted Select the alternative that best reflects their understanding of the following issues:
Consider: 1 -None; 2 -Little; 3 -Reasonable; 4 -Much; 5 -Very much. 6. Indicate what type of recyclable material should be placed in each collector color (blue, green, yellow, red, brown) in a separate collection.
7. What problems or damage which you believe that the "waste" can cause? 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

TEACHING EXPERIENCE ON SOLID WASTE
Among the surveyed students, 30.5% (n = 22) were male and 69.5%
(n = 50) were female. During the didactic experience, students were attentive, interested and participative.
The lecture fostered a good discussion between students and lecturers. The know between a lot and much about organic "trash" (40.2%, n = 39) and dry "trash" (43.1% n = 31 students). Students also confused the concept of "trash" with other concepts such as "reuse" and "recycle". Reusing is to use that material again by creating objects that become useful again, preventing that waste to be thrown away; recycling is to transform the product into a new raw material (BRASIL, 2009 
ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTION OF STUDENTS ON SOLID WASTE
CONCLUSIONS
The students' interest during the The teaching on solid waste management is essential for students to acquire adequate knowledge on this topic and become citizens aware of this problem and, above all, become mediators of this knowledge so that their community has more sustainable attitudes.
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